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Behind the Gates

Public invited to explore Moutoa Floodgates
AstielghColtts

tand beneath them and you feel
small.
“Thesteeltowersabove you each
atea giant slab of engineering mus-
clebuilttoholdbackthe force ofartiver i
fullflood. Whenthey move, theair hums.a
deep, mechanical growlthat echoesactoss
e floodplain. You can almost imagine
the Manawatil River surging against them.
the hiss and thunder of water as the gates
littoletitroar through.

For most of the year,the Mottoa Flood-
gatessitquietly betiween Foxtonand Shan-
non unseen andunvisited, untlnow.

‘On'Saturday, November 22, the public
williave a rare chance to step behind the
scenes of one of the regioris Tost power-
ful flood protection systems at the Mou-
toaFloodgatesExperience nostedby Hor-
zons Regional Council.

‘The loodgates were bom from disas-
ter In May 1941, the Manawats River burst
ts banks, flooding about 250 hectares of
Palmerston North. Families clambered
onto rooftops as soldiers paddlied throgh
stteets t0 rescue them. A stopbank be-
tween Fitzroy and Jickell Streets offered
some defence, but it vastit enough From
hat devastation came a vision: to build a
Systemithat couldtame thefloods.

‘Completed in 1962. the nine massive
gates canredirectuptoZ500 cubicmetres
of water every second through al0dlo-
‘metrelongfloodway, protectingabout 280
square kilometresof farmland and town-
stipsacrossthelower Manawatd Plains.

Horizons River Management Team
Leader ProjectsDiandsi van Zylsays the
opendayisachance or peopleto connect
with a piece of infrastructure that most
have only everheardabout.

“The Moutoa Floodgates provide pro-
tection to communities living along the
lower reaches of the Manawatts River- she

“We've created hisevent tohelppeople.
‘understand what happens when the gates
operate and to share the story behind the
recent upgrade work”

Horizons Group Manager Catchment
OperationsDr Jon Roygard says the event

‘electrical lines and installing an automa-
ic power switchover system. as well as
replacing mechanical components used
toliftand lower each of the nine gates”he
says.

Visitors will be able to explore the site
throvgh interactive activities, from guided
‘walks inio the spillway area (weather per-
miting). fo talks ncine tha crntrl tower

Nga Take O Te Wa

‘with trained gate operators, and hands-
on displays about river management and
floodresilience.

If you've ever been curious about the
gates and want o leam more, this s the -
timate experience saysvanZyL

‘To make it easy to attend, buses will be
‘Tunning from Levin. Foxton, and Shanrion.
‘withtickeisforadults ust $5and underids
free. Everyone will receive a free drink or
iceblockonarrival

Bookings are essential. a5 there will
beno public parkingat the site. Seats can
be reserved throvgh Eventinda at event
finda,co.nz/2025/the-moutoa-1
gates-experience/orowhenua.

‘The Moutoa Floodgatestellastory of re-
silience:areminderthat the Manawata Riv-

ermay be powerful but 50 toois the com-
e it laamact T d B
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