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Meet Wink: The One-Eye Dog?ighting Spartina Grass

f you've seen a dog dashing across the Wink's work is a reminder that coir- - -
mudflats of the Manawatu Estuary, servation comes in all shapes, sizes, and e

don’t worry, Wink, the Spartina grass  sometimes four paws. %

dog,is on the job. 3 : :

Wink, a one-eyed Border Collie, isa Con-
servation Dog trained to sniff out invasive
Spartina grass. His handler, John Taylor, a
Depariment of Conservation conftractor,
says Wink is “an expert at sniffing out Spar-
tina.”

Over the past week, Wink has located
around six paiches of the invasive weed,
helping keep the estuary on frack for resto-
ration. Before earning his stripes, he com-
pleted an intense six-month certification
programme, preparing him fo patrol re-
mote and beautiful parts of New Zealand.

“It’s a vital job for keeping our estuaries
healthy,” Taylor says.





