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The breeding season for the kati
spider — the only spider to have a
Miori name — is about now, but
casual beach-goers are unlikely to see
one.

Katipd are on the endangered specieslist, the
victim of shifting sands, rising tides and human
activities.

‘Te Papa's curator of invertebrates, Phil Sirvid,
has visited Foxton Beach at the invitation of
Foston Wildlife Trast. He knows quite abit
about the clusive spider, which he shared with
occasional Star contributor Bruce Falloon.

Katipo latrodectus is a member of the widow
famnily of spiders, which includes black and
brown widows, and the Australian redback. It
swas first being documented in New Zealand in
1870.

Phil said there were two different kinds of

Katipd — red and black. The most commonis the
red katips.

They like to live among river dunes and their
grasses, and around driftwood. Foxton Beach is
an ideal environment for them.

The female katipd is larger than the
male, about the size of a garden pea with a
distinguishing red stripe down the length of the
abdomen and a thin white stripe on each side
ofit.

“The male is slightly smaller and has a pale
yellow stripe with a thin white stripe each side
of that  this being the difference in identifying
both sexes of this spider”

Katips eat earwigs, slaters, beetles of various
types, flies, moths, grasshoppers, wasps any
unlucky insects that might be passing by:

Reproduction of the katipo is about during
November-December. The egg sacs appear

under the female’s abdomen 4-6 weeks afier
‘mating, She lays about 10 eggs over the summer
period.

Katips have a reputation as a dangerous
spider because ofits venom, but bites are raze.
It'sa shy; timid spider, and no-one has died from
a bite since 1923. Abite, :
Thowever, can lead to
intense pain that spreads from the site, causing
sweating, nausea, abdominal cramps, headachg
fever, and high blood pressure. Symptom:
can last a few hours or several days.

Only the adult female is capable
ofbiting humans, and she
typically only does soas alast
resortif she is trapped or accidentally squashed.

A safe and effective antivenom is available in
hospitals and medical centres for both Katips.
(and redback) bites.

out for the elusive katipo around the beaches
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