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Students pitch in for estuary plantings

By Janine Baalber
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Senior students from Foxton Beach School have been pitching in to help restore the

ecologyat the beach.

“The students have been helping Horizons Regional
‘Council and volunteer groups, most recently with
planting day at the Manawat River Estuary. They have
helped to clear weeds and plant some native tres.

They got help from locals involved with the Manavata
Estuary Trust, Save Our River Trust, Horowhenua
District Council, and Department of Conservation.

Environment experts shared their knowledge with the
year7 and 8 students.

During the pastthreeyears, Horizons has been
deslingwith aggressive weeds at the beach. It has
worked on eliminating introduced poplars, identified
and prepared arcas o planting and then planted native
species that willthrive in the coastal environment.

“Two Foxton studentsshared their experience.

Lucas Hallday.

It wasa fabulously sunny day fora group of kids
from Foxton Beach School t 50 some tre plantingat
the Manavata River estuary. We planted ngaio,toctos,
taupata,ti kouka, akeake and harakeke,

We got down to the panting spotat 10am and we had
atalkon what o do. Then we sarted about 10.15am.
‘We started on one side and slowly worked our way
down. I planted about 20 trees/plants by myself and
everyone together did 300.

‘Onceal the trees were planted, weall gathered up.
and started walking back through the area sowly o see
ifwe had forgotten about any plants It hurt because the
bushes were spiky and they stabbed us. But we didn't
find any more trees o plan.

Ifyou plant natve trees,they atract birds because of
their seed and colours. The trees help keep the water
clean by trapping nutrients and dict. This keeps the
water healthy for plants and animals that v there.

ook forward to seing llthe trees and plants do
wellin the future, so kids can saythey planted them.
‘Weldlove tosee see the councildo this planting with
other schools.

Cruz Dunweg

“The day was warm and calm, we were ready to get
dirty when 10 of our year7 and 8 students went tree
planting

We got all of our gear sorted,putitallin the van
and put on ou covered shoes. Once at the estuary we
gathered fora quick chat to understand what we were all
doing, Then everyone got shovels,gloves, and fertiliser
tablets. Some spots had been cleared out 50 we knew.
where o sart digging

Once the holes were dug we placed two ertiliser
tablets i each one, and put n the plants. There were
00 types o plants - one forwhere ts a ltle mushy,
and up the top where the good dirt s

Planting native tresinthe Foxton Beach wetlands
can really elp the ecosystem, Native rees provide
homes and food for the native ildife.Birds,insects
and other anmals need these trees o surviv.

For example, the kowhai tree has bright yellow
flowers that attract irds. The harakeke (fax) plant
grows quickly in wetlands and attracts birds with its
seeds.

By planting these trees, we'ee helping the native
animals thatlive in the estuary:

Cruz Dunweg and Lucas Halliday were among the
‘senior year 7 and 8 students from Foxton Beach
School who helped to plant native trees at the
Manawata River Estuary recently.

Photo Foxton Boach Kura

keepit local

v





